Welcome to Seventh Grade Science at Willowside Middle School!

dgrimalowe@ogusd.org  542 3322 ext 112

My name is Mrs. Deborah Grima-Lowe. This is my sixteenth year as the seventh grade science teacher at Willowside. This year I will be transitioning my program to from the California State Standards to align to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). 

It was a pleaseure to meet your children last week. They have been eager to get working, particpatory and cooperative. I look forward to us developing postive realtionships through the school year and getting to know you and your children better. If you ever need to contact me, details are above. You will get a faster response via email rather than a phone message.

Please take time to read the following information sheet and detach the signature portion at the bottom by Monday the 29th of August. Also, please take some time to look at my website. It is linked to the school website under the staff directory drop down menu or go to www.dgrimalowe.weebly.com

I update the website as frequently as possible to keep you informed about what is happening in class such as what the current unit we are studying is, field trip information and homework assignments. I will also send frequent emails alerting parents to new homework postings and other information pertinent to science class. 

The website is the best way to check in about homework and due dates.

If you have not done so already, please sign in to the Aeries parent portal as soon as you can. You can check you child’s grades on the parent portal and also look for little messages and reminders I may post through it. The grading breakdown for science is as follows:

Assignments 50% 

Class participation 10%

Tests and Quizzes 10% 

Reading Review Exercises 10%

Nursery Logs 10%

Trimester Reflection 5%

Trimester Final 5%

Please note that I do allow for work to be turned in late for full credit although, I will assign HIPS for work not turned in on time. (Please see your child’s planner for the explanation of the HIP program). The extensions given for late work however will not be indefinite. Allowing students to turn in a stack of papers at the end of the trimester may improve a less than satisfactory grade but it does not promote good work ethic nor does it enhance the students’ learning of the material. This policy will become less leniant with each trimester. As a rule I do not offer extra credit. Students have the opportunity to see me for help on assignments and /or redo some assignments to improve their scores but more importantly to better learn the material. 
I would appreciate for students to come to school with a planner, pens and pencils, a metric ruler and a notebook. Students will be issued with a textbook that should be taken home to use for homework assignments. The textbook does not need to be carried back and forth each day as I do have enough books for a class set.

I incorporate computer technology as a tool for several of our projects. Your child will be able to access assignments posted on google classroom via the school email account they have been issued.

This handout will also be linked to the website in the “latest news” page. I look forward to meeting you on Back to School Night. 
Debbie Grima-Lowe

------------------- Please sign, cut and return by Monday August 29th-------------------

I have read this handout and reviewed the website. My son/daughter is 

__________________________, they are in __________ period science.

Please indicate if you do or do not have access to the internet.    Yes   or    No

Parent name: _______________________________________________________ 

Parent signature: ____________________________________________________

